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You are hereby cordially invited to attend the EIZ Seminar on Wednesday, March 12, 2025, at
1 p.m., at The Institute of Economics, Zagreb, when Marko Vladisavljevi¢ (Faculty of Economics
and Business, University of Belgrade) will present the following paper:

Dear Sir/Madam,

Economic Inequality, Voting, and Preferences for
Redistribution in Europe

Abstract

This study analyzes the demands of European citizens for redistributive policies to assess their
political sustainability. To this end, we use data from the European Social Survey (ESS), income
inequality indicators, and data from the Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES). The results indicate
that the preferences for redistribution align with expectations: greater demands for redistributive
policies are expressed by women, middle-aged individuals, the unemployed, as well as those
with lower incomes and lower levels of education. Additionally, the findings suggest a positive
correlation between preferences for redistribution and altruism, a positive attitude toward
migrants, and liberal political values. On the other hand, there is a negative association between
demands for redistribution and trust in institutions. Finally, preferences for redistribution
positively correlate with the Gini coefficient, indicating that a higher level of economic inequality
leads to greater demands for redistributive measures. Further analysis explores the relationship
between inequality and preferences depending on individuals' value orientations and
sociodemographic characteristics. Additional analysis reveals that citizens vote in accordance
with their preferences for redistribution—individuals who support a higher degree of
redistribution are more likely to vote for parties that, according to CHES data, endorse
redistributive policies. This relationship depends on the degree of alignment between the
political and economic positioning of parties on the ideological left-right spectrum, as well as on
value orientations and sociodemographic characteristics of voters.
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