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Abstract:

This research explores the relationship between corruption and disastrous
COVID-19 pandemic outcomes on the European continent by investigating
whether countries with higher levels of corruption were less successful in
fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. Data were analyzed using exploratory
factor analysis and structural equation modelling techniques. Results
showed that corruption prevalence and poor bureaucratic quality decrease
trust in government and this effect is persistent notwithstanding the
socioeconomic conditions in a country. Trust in government is empowered
by stringency index and is positively associated with the number of new
people vaccinated and less fatal outcomes of COVID-19 infection. Our
findings indicate that corruption seriously undermines trust in the
government and its institutions in a country and through this mechanism
prevents the suppression of the pandemic.
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